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Trygve Lie, Secretary General of the United Nations, receives a Bible 
(See page 126) 


The Things That Belong to Peace 


If every American could tour Germany, as the Treasurer of the American Bible Society did this past summer, 
it would stimulate us to do, both for Germany's sake and for our own, what must be done to save our com- 
mon civilization through the practice of the Gospel of Christ 
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ss HERE there is no vision, the people perish.’ As one ap- 

proaches the German frontier from Holland, he 
can see what it means to live next to a nation that has 
planned and started two world wars in the last thirty- 
five years. We saw young people playing games in 
Rotterdam on green grass that covered the site of the 
concentrated bombing of the first days of the war, when 
the Nazis struck at Holland. The damage to Rotter- 
dam and The Hague is substantial, but restoration is 
well advanced, and the present aspect is not to be com- 
pared to what one sees across the line in German Cities. 
Isaiah would feel at home in the Third Reich. He 
wrote: ‘‘For thou hast made of a city a heap; of a de- 
fensed city a ruin” (Isaiah 25:2). Jeremiah and the 
other prophets of doom would find that what has 
happened to Germany in the Second World War is:a 
dramatic fulfillment of their predictions of disaster 
meted out to those who disregarded and defied God’s 
laws. Germany did not know the things that belonged 
unto her peace. As our Lord sorrowed over Jerusalem 
before it was destroyed, so his followers must sorrow 
over every nation and every people that still does not 
know the things that belong unto their peace. It is the 
duty of the Christian Church to drill this knowledge into 
its own people and into those among whom it stands. 
There is always a great day of judgment awaiting those 
who do not give whole-hearted service to that which is 
Right, but who choose to become enslaved by the 
cheap tinsel promises of Might. Once again history 
has proved the truth of the dramatic prophecy of Our 
Lord that “they that take the sword shall perish with 
the sword.” 


Ghastly Destruction 


After World War I the Germans boasted that they 
would never be hurt by the sword; that their military 
commanders were too smart; that they would always 
lay the sword down so quickly, before they themselves 
were badly cut. World War II has disproved this 
boast. The Rhine bridges are down. One éan cross 
the Rhine only on temporary wooden military bridges 
or by boat. The great four-strand Autobahn is still in 
use, but all of the main bridges and crossroad viaducts, 
especially near the Rhine, were blown out by the Nazis 
themselves as they saw the Allied forces racing toward 
Berlin. From a brief survey I estimated that Frankfurt, 
Hanover and Cologne are forty percent destroyed, with 
much heavier damage at the center of each city and 
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near the railroad stations. Stuttgart, Kassel and Weis- 
baden are not quite so badly damaged, but Emmerich, 
near the Dutch border, where there was an oil refinery, 
is almost a hundred percent destroyed. In Pforzheim 
and in another German city, only one brief bombing of 
about one half hour’s time is reported to have killed 
over 20,000 persons in both cities. 


A Dislocated Economy 


Although there are less buildings today that are 
habitable, there are more people living in the cities in 
the American and British Zones than there were before 
the war. This is due to the influx of refugees who have 
come in from the Baltic States, from Poland and from 
the Russian Zone. Their presence intensifies both the 
food problem and the housing problem. 

All of the fields along the Autobahn were well cul- 
tivated. The farms seem to be much better off than the 
cities, but most of the work in the fields is being done 
by women, and without much fertilizer or mechanized 
help. In contrast to the large fresh-looking crops of 
wheat and other grains, and of potatoes, beets and other 
vegetables in thé@fields, the reduced-size store windows 
in the towns are almost bare of attractive merchandise. 
Many farmers will undoubtedly prefer to keep their 
food rather than to exchange it for any of the goods 
shown in the city stores. The cities must make more 
attractive things in order to get more food from the 
farms. 

There is also a great shortage of water. At Frankfurt 
and Weisbaden we turned on the water taps in our 
bedrooms in vain. In the hotel at Kassel the Army 
indicated that the water was not potable. Only a trickle 
of this non-potable water was available for bathing. 
At Weisbaden I opened a bottle of Coca Cola to clean 
my teeth with, on the day I left Germany to return to 
Holland. 

The German farmers are trying to solve their tre- 
mendous problems by sowing a large quantity of seed. 
They are faithfully tending their field crops. In spite 
of their lack of nitrates and of mechanized equipment 
and of expérienced man power, they hope to produce a 
reasonable amount of food, but: “‘Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God.” 

It is not enough to send only food and clothing and 
medicine to Germany. ‘‘Where there is no vision, the 

Continued on page 119 
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They Looked 


at the World 


Delegates from fifteen countries met in Holland this summer to 
consider the unprecedented demand for the Scriptures from every 
global area, and ways to meet this need 


BY FRANCIS CARR STIFLER 


HE HOTEL BIRKHOVEN is a friendly inn in the 

little suburban town of Amersfoort near Am- 
sterdam. From June 19 to 22, 1947 it was filled 
almost to capacity with the delegates and other 
representatives of Bible Societies and national 
committees, officially representing fifteen coun- 
tries and attending in other capacities from two 
more. * Back in 1939 the Netherlands Bible Society 
had been the gracious and efficient host to a similar 
gathering with less than half as many Societies 
represented. 


The Amers- 
foort meeting was 
that of the Exec- 
utive Committee 
of the United Bi- 
ble Societies cre- 
ated last year at 
Elfinsward, Eng- 
land (see Bible 
Society Record, 
September 1946, 
pp. 99, 104, 106). 
Far-reaching 
measures were 


(National Bible Society of Scotland) ; 


* Official delegations were 
present from Australia, Bel- 
gium, Czechoslovakia, Den- 
mark, Finland, France, Great 
Britain, India, Japan, New 
Zealand, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Scotland, Sweden 
and the United States. The 
delegate from Canada was 
absent because of illness. 
Representatives were present 
from Austria and Switzerland, 
where committees are now in 
formation. The admission of 
the Iceland Bible Society was 
approved at the meeting. 
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Berggrav (Norwegian Bible Society) in back of Dr. Darlington; Rev. Arthur Wilkinson (BFBS) (only part of 
head); Rev. Teivo Winter (Finnish Bible Society); Pastor Primarius O. Nystedt (Swedish Bible Society); Pastor 
L. Koren (Norwegian Bible Society); in the foreground, Dr. H. C. Rutgers (Netherlands Bible Society); and Rev. 
A. W. Morton (British and Foreign Bible Society in Australia) 
Secretaries in rear, left to right: Miss I. C. Mawer, Miss M.S. Harrison, and Miss Beryl Guy 


adopted, designed to pool the assets of materials 
and money of the various member Societies and 
committees, so that needed Scriptures can be pro- 
vided at the least expense, and with the greatest 
dispatch to the neediest places. The United Bible 
Societies, officially created at Amersfoort, now 
takes its place among the ecumenical organizations 
of the Christian forces of the world, to facilitate 
the translation, publication and distribution of 
that Book which must underlie all constructive 
outreach of the Gospel of Christ. 


From left to right: Mr. A. L. Haig (British and Foreign Bible Society); Rev. D. W. G. Thonger (Belgian Bible 
Society); Rev. G. Henderson (National Bible Society of Scotland); Principal P. Mahanty (Bible Society of India 
and Ceylon); Rev. J. Krenek (Czechoslovak Bible Committee); Bishop C.°W. Noack (Danish Bible Society) ; 
Rev. Mare Boegner (French Committee for Bible Circulation); Rev. John R. Temple (BFBS); Sir Gilbert Hogg 
Rev. Eric M. North; Rev. Gilbert Darlington (standing); Bishop Eivind 


Amersfoort was 
a memorable 
gathering. Bishop 
Eivind Berggrav, 
Primate of: Nor- 
way was elected 
chairman and pre- 
sided with his rare 
combination of 
practical spiritu- 
ality seasoned with 
rare good humor. 
The gathering 
had about it that 
aura which in- 
vests every ear- 
nest international 
Christian fellow- 
ship where each 
member feels 
deeply the way in 
which Christ in 
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the heart draws men to Him, and therefore the 
closer together in spite of radically different her- 
itages and experiences. ‘The sense of the wholeness 
of the task was imparted continuously by Dr. John 
R. Temple of the British Society. It was with equal 
devoutness implemented by the organizing genius 
of Dr. North of the American Bible Society. 
Throughout all the deliberations ran the constant 
realization that in dealing with the Bible—how- 
ever routine and technical the item in hand at the 
moment might be—those present were dealing 
with a thing of power. 

As forecast at the Elfinsward meeting last year, 
Dr. Temple was chosen General Secretary of the 
United Bible Societies, with headquarters in Lon- 


don; and a branch office was established at Geneva, 
Switzerland, with M. Olivier Béguin as Secretary. 
Lord Luke of the British Society was made Treas- 
urer, and Dr. Darlington of the American Bible 
Society, Associate Treasurer. Dr. North was 
added as a Vice Chairman who, with Bishop 
Berggrav of the Norwegian Bible Society and Rev. 
A. H. Wilkinson of the British Society, will serve 
as a Standing Committee for ad interim operations 
of the United Bible Societies. 

There will be triennial meetings of the Council 
of the United Bible Societies and annual meetings 
of the Executive Committee. The Amersfoort dele- 
gates accepted the invitation of the National Bible 
Society of Scotland to meet in Edinburgh in 1948. 


The Word of Life 


Thrilling life-sketches of six prominent Christian leaders, revealing the part the Bible played in their heritage, 
their conversion and their growth in grace. In two installments. To be concluded in the November issue 


BY ELUZAB EGE [2a EVs te 


AST summer in Whitby, Ontario one hundred 
IB and twelve people from forty countries met 
for fourteen days for conference, study and fellow- 
ship. They came from every continent to discuss 
the present responsibility of the Christian Church 
for rebuilding and expanding its work. They met 
under the auspices of the International Missionary 
Council and constituted the most representative 
gathering of Church leaders held since 1939. 
Twelve women were among the official delegates. 
There were doctors, lawyers, educators in the 
group—a group which, in one sense, was more like 
the first-century Christians than any group that 
has met in modern times, for some of them had 
been tortured for their faith; others had been in 
prison; some had known hunger approaching star- 
vation; others had nearly frozen to death. And not 
a few of these confronted more suffering when they 
should return to their work. Facing this winter in 
Germany and elsewhere in Europe; returning to 
the tragically unsettled conditions in such coun- 
tries as Korea, Indonesia, the Philippines, Burma. 
the Middle East—this is not a reassuring prospect. 

Full reports of this significant gathering, de- 
scribed by some of its participants as “the high- 
water mark of cooperative Protestantism in the 
mission field,” will be made available in a few 
months. Meanwhile it is appropriate that the 
pages of the Bible Society Record carry excerpts from 
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a part of the program which was not originally 
planned and was in a sense “‘off the record.” It 
was the testimony of six so-called ‘first-generation 
Christians’’—that is, persons who were not born 
into Christian families but who accepted Christ 
directly out of non-Christian backgrounds— Islam, 
Hinduism, modern secularism, nominal Chris- 
tianity. 

This is the miracle, ongoing through the cen- 
turies, that has given us our Church and our faith 
and without which Christianity will perish. 
How much more often it occurs will depend, 
among other things, upon the availability of the 
Bible in all parts of the world. Note the part 
played by the Bible in each of these testimonies. 

Bishop Wen Yuen Chen, of the Chengtu Area 
of the Methodist Church in China: 

I was brought up in a Confucian 
family. My father was a Confucian 
scholar. We were a large family of 
more than thirty members. All of 
us—parents, children, uncles, aunts 
and cousins—lived under one roof. 
My grandmother was the head of 
our family. At thirteen I entered a 
Methodist mission school, the Anglo- 
Chinese College of Foochow. This 
provided my first contact with a 
foreigner, with the Bible and with 
the Church. All of these were often 
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Bishop Chen 
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hostile to my thinking, and I became the leader of an 
Opposition student group. It was before the establish- 
‘ment of the Republic of China, and all students in the 
school wore the then common Chinese queue, or long 
hair-braid—all except one, who wore his hair short. 
This man was the president of the student Y.M.C.A. 
and leader of the Student Volunteer group. I was 
greatly attracted to him, and we became roommates 
with the understanding that he would not talk to me 
about the Christian faith. This agreement he faith- 
fully kept. About six months later, however, I decided 
‘to go with him and his group to conduct a street meet- 
ing. A Chinese man present at the meeting began to 
berate my friend for not wearing his hair long. He 
said the fact that he did not do so indicated that the 
Christian faith which he proclaimed was a foreign re- 
ligion. 

_ At that point I stepped forward and defended my 
friend, arguing that the custom of wearing the queue 
‘was itself foreign and had been imposed on the Chinese 
by the Manchus about three hundred years ago. Then 
I went on, almost without being aware of it, to defend 
Christianity. A missionary teacher who was present 
asked afterwards whether I meant what I said. That 
night I did not sleep and was quite miserable. I was 
brought to a consciousness of my own sin. In our room 
was a picture of Christ praying in Gethsemane—my 
‘roommate’s picture. When the first rays of the morning 
sun entered the room, they touched that picture and 
illuminated it for me. I went over and knelt by my 
friend’s bed before that picture, and something there 
and then happened to me. I told my friend that I had 
become a Christian. When I went outside, the whole 
universe seemed wonderfully different, more beautiful. 
It was a new world, and I was a new creature in it. 

As time went on I had my ups and downs. But 
God’s Word became a living, dynamic word to me. It 
was unlike the word of Confucius or Mencius. I be- 
‘came restless to declare it to my own family and went 
first to my grandmother and persuaded her to attend a 
Christian church. She became a Christian at sixty-four. 
Then she, the oldest member of our family, and I, the 
youngest, began to win the others. She worked from 
‘the top and I from the bottom. And now, not all but 
the great majority of my family are Christians. 


Miss Josefa M. Ilano, M.D., Manila, Philippine 
Islands: 

I grew up in a devout Roman 
Catholic family, but was sent as a 
student to Silliman University. 
While there, a series of evangelistic 
meetings were held. I went for six 
nights but was not specially inter- 
ested. On the seventh night I heard 
the words: “I am the resurrection, 
and the life”; “<I am the light of the 
world.” Then a hand was out- 
stretched and there was a voice 


Dr. Ilano 
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saying: “‘Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Suddenly I - 
felt myself very tired and weary, searching and grop- 
ing in the darkness for the light. The grandmother 
with whom I had grown up was a devout Catholic, 
but my father and other relatives were among those 
who had rebelled against the Church. My life had 
been sheltered@and Ivhad been provided with every 
material thing I needed, yet something was lacking: 
life was empty because I did not have a personal 
Savior. This I knew on that seventh night of the 
meetings, and so I accepted Christ as my Savior. 

After I left Silliman to take my medical course I was 
persecuted, and difficulties and obstacles were put in 
my way because I had accepted the evangelical faith. 
Then I began to write to my minister, and he answered 
me in Bible verses which led me to search and read and 
study the Bible. In this way I felt something growing 
withir me, and with each passing year of my life I knew 
that I was experiencing a slow yet steadfast and ever- 
increasing spiritual growth because of Him who was my 
Lord and Master, my ‘guide and friend and personal 
Savior. 


Rev. Paul Rameseshan, principal of the South 
India Training Institution, Guindy, Madras, India: 


I grew up in a Brahmin family. 
My group were and are the bitter- 
est opponents of the Christian faith 
and the Christian church. In that 
group I was nurtured, educated and 
inspired. Thensomething happened 
to me that changed my whole life. 
It was not a reasoned argument; it 
was a deep experience. 

A preacher came to our village 
regularly; and just as regularly, 
over a period of six months a gang 
of boys made it their sport to stone 
him and his party. I was the leader of that gang. One 
night, after we had thrown our stones, I failed to run 
soon enough or fast enough and was caught by one of 
the preaching party. This man, instead of cuffing me, 
treated me kindly and spoke to me lovingly. In re- 
sponse I promised to read whatever he would give me 
and received a copy of one of the Gospels. This I read, 
always with this man’s kindly face before me. I could 
not understand all I read, but I found someone to help 
me. This one became my father-in-Christ. In his fellow- 
ship I found the meaning of love—of that love which I 
had seen in the face of that first Christian who spoke to 
me. Since then life has not been easy; I gave up all 
notions of a legal career and I have made other sac- 
rifices but in return I have found Christ as Lord. 


Principal 


Rameseshan 
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The Unmet Need in Korea 


From a liberated country where Bibles must be rationed, a massionary pleads for more 
copies from the only land that seems able to supply them— America 


BY HAROLD V OF LR EL 


NE PASTOR made what would be called in foot- 
ball parlance an excellent off-tackle play and 
emerged with five copies for his congregation. It 
was at our Presbytery meeting in Andong. I 
saved two packages—110 New Testaments—for 
distribution at the meeting. The stampede began 
when I made the announcement that the books 
were available. 


A Jeep Works for Peace 


Before I left America last fall I had heard that 
the American Bible Society had printed and 
shipped to Korea 50,000 New ‘Testaments, and on 
my arrival was told by Army chaplains of the al- 
most feverish demand for them—a clamor which 
I find has been steadily increasing since I arrived. 

With the departure of the Japanese authorities 
after the war, Korean postal service all but col- 
lapsed. The curtailment of all Christian activity 
during the war left the churches out of contact 
with the Bible Society, and there was no way for 
them to obtain copies of the New Testaments sent 
from America. Each time I visited Seoul, there- 
fore, I got a package or two (55 in a package) for 
Andong territory, an area of 850,000 people with 
a prewar Christian constituency of 10,000. 

What a variety of transportation.we have had 
for these New Testaments! At first we traveled en- 
tirely by air. Rail service was so poor, a journey 
of 200 miles, which before the war required five or 
six hours, frequently took twenty-four; and in an 
unheated car in midwinter this meant rigorous 
travel. The privilege the Army gave us of flying 
in its cargo planes solved our problem beautifully, 
and the pilots were generous in permitting us: to 
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load numbers of bundles into their planes. In 
January our mission purchased four used Army 
jeeps, one of which was assigned to Andong. In 
the eventful drive of two hundred miles from Seoul 
to Andong, along rough roads, across frozen rivers, 
andoversnow-covered, precipitous mountain passes 
in that open vehicle, I brought a supply of Korean 
New Testaments printed in America. (See cut.) 

It is difficult to express one’s emotions in having 
to constantly tell Christians the supply of Scriptures 
is exhausted. The Secretary of the Bible Society in 
Seoul turns me down regularly now when I appeal 
for additional copies for this territory; “For,” says 
he, “‘you have already exceeded your quota.” But 
quotas mean little when we are required to tell 
new believers we cannot furnish them a copy of 
God’s Word. The Bible Society Secretary tells me 
that there is actually a black market in Bibles. 
Because of their scarcity, unscrupulous individ- 
uals somehow get hold of them and are reselling 
them at enormous profit. 

It is a delight to watch a Korean handle his 


newly purchased New Testament—the admiration 


with which he feels the substantial binding and 
studies the clarity of the type on the glistening 
white paper: Local printing jobs nowadays here 
in Korea, because of the paper shortage are a dull 
gray product, on paper that has the texture of a 
worn blotter. I love to hear the Christians exclaim 
as they examine the superior workmanship and 
material, “‘Ah, this is from America!’ Yes, it is; 
and we hope America will send many more thou- 
sands of copies to us. 

Next week (about June 1, 1947) we are plan- 


They helped to meet it 


From a letter received from Chaplain Vernon P., Jaeger: 
“Enclosed is a United States Government check in the 
amount of $237.75, which is a contribution from the Prot- 
estant Religious Fund, Headquarters XXIV Corps. This 
money was actually given in the Army church services 
conducted at Headquarters XXIV Corps, Headquarters 
United States Army Military Government in Korea, and 
Headquarters Korea Base Command, this past Sunday 
morning (May 25, 1947). It is to be used toward the ex- 
pense of publishing the Scriptures in the Korean language.” 
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ning a four-day rally here of young people from all 
over the territory. It will be the first thing of its 
kind ever held, and I am hoping to get them 
started in the distribution of Gospel portions. I 
brought several. hundred Gospels with me from 
Seoul. 


Note: After the arrival of the 50,000 Korean New Testa- 


ments which the American Bible Society provided last 
year, Mr. E. T. Chung, Secretary of the Korean Bible 
Society, wrote, “It is just the sweet rain after many 
years of continued drought.” During the first six months 
of this year over 6,000 additional Korean New Testa- 
ments were shipped, and another edition of 50,000 is 
expected from the press by the time this issue of the 
Bible Society Record reaches its subscribers. 


The Things That Belong to Peace 


Continued from page 114 


people perish.” It is necessaify to supply this vision to 
at least a majority of the adult members of a democratic 
_ country in order that these members, through divine 
guidance, can decide for themselves the paths that they 
will tread and the supreme values upon which they 
will build their personal and national religion and des- 
tiny. This is why Dr. Hans Lilje in May 1946 asked the 
American Bible Society for a free gift of the materials 
needed to publish 1,000,000 German pocket Bibles in 
Germany. With these materials on hand, the German 
Christians can themselves share in supplying part of 
their tremendous need for Bibles and Testaments. 


Eloquent and Sobering Figures 


How great is the need today for Bibles.and Testa- 
ments in Germany? During five prewar years, 1933- 
1937, about 530,000 Bibles and 430,000 Testaments 
were published annually in Germany. Even before 
the Second World War, the Nazis began to cut down 
on the paper supplied for religious publications. Dur- 
ing the war practically no German Scriptures were 
published. For the eight years 1940-1947, instead of 
eight million Bibles and Testaments being produced in 
Germany for this whole eight-year period, almost no 
Scriptures at all were published until the war was over, 
and then only in small quantities. To help make good 
this tremendous deficit the American Bible Society 
published or ordered, from 1942 to 1947, 646,440 Ger- 
man Bibles and 2,331,888 German Testaments. All of 
these books will be completed before the end of 1947, 
and most of them have already been forwarded to 
Germany. The British and Foreign Bible Society also 
has published or has in production 220,000 Bibles and 
210,000 Testaments, to which should be added 115,000 
German Testaments-and-Psalms being published by 
both the American and British Societies in Finland, 
and books or materials for 31,500 copies from Switzer- 
land. Adding to these the raw materials donated to 
Germany by the American Bible Society for publishing 
at least 360,000 Bibles and 935,000 ‘Testaments, we 

have a total of 1,236,940 Bibles and 3,612,888 ‘Testa- 
ments. These figures may seem large, but compared 
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with the shortage of 8,000,000 Bibles and Testaments 
that should have been produced during the past eight 
years and with at least 4,000,000 Bibles and Testaments 
that were destroyed during this period by military 
action, bombing, fire and theft, we get a total of 
12,000,000 copies of Bibles and Testaments that are 
urgently needed, against which we can only apply the 
totally inadequate supply of 1,236,940 German Bibles 
and 3,612,888 Testaments produced all over the world, 
or a total of 4,849,828, to meet a need of at. least 
12,000,000 copies of the Scriptures in Germany! 


Germany’s Most Critical Shortage 


Therefore, in spite of everything that has been done 
and will be done in 1947, 5,363,000 Bibles and 1,787,112 
Testaments are urgently needed in Germany now. It 
is true that there are other shortages in Germany. 
There is a great shortage of coal and steel and water 
and food and many other things, but others are taking 
steps to remedy these shortages. It is the clear respon- 
sibility of our churches and Christian people to see that 
a crushed and conquered Germany has a real chance, 
through sincere repentance, to find the path to enduring 
peace. The United States is helping Germany in ma- 
terial ways; the United States must also help Germany 
in spiritual ways. Those who believe that it is more 
blessed to give than to receive must themselves set an 
example that all the world can follow. Let is not be 
said of a victorious America that, at the peak of her 
power and influence and as a member of the United 
Nations, she did not know the things that belong unto 
her own peace! Only on the firm foundation of the 
Word of God can mankind hope to build a civlization 
based on justice and good will. Other foundation can 
no man lay, except that which has been laid in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Other things have crumbled 
and have been dissolved and destroyed in the crucible 
of war; but the Word of the Lord endureth forever. 
This is the gospel that America must give to the crushed 
people of Germany and to all the other nations of 
the earth; for “where there is no vision, the people 
perish.” 
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Tama Bible reader. am determined to become a more 


regular and purposeful one. 


I amin business. 1 will make it my additional business 


to read the Bible systematically. 


I meet the public. I will incidentally but consistently rec- WORLD WIDE BIBLE R 
ommend regular Bible reading in ry contacts with 


others, offering them a bookmark reading list. 


L teach school. If not prohibited by State law, I shall put my whole soul into reading the 
Bible to my pupils. If this privilege is denied me, I shall commend it privately. 


Wie Puc ecnle ae ene Lam a librarian. I will feature the Bible during the period 


shop, store, school, lodge, library or office. 
Address [American Bible Society, Dept. U., 


450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. and keep a supply of bookmarks where patrons can take 


them. 


I work for a large industry. I can suggest that the list of daily 
readings a ppear in the company’s house organ or is other- 
wise effectively called to the attention of my fellow em- 


ployees. 


Lama physwian or a dentist. V'can furnish my waiting room 


with one or more Bibles and a supply of the bookmarks. 
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nu J do? 


MOTE 


IHANKSGIVING TO CHRISTMAS 


I work for a radio station. I can suggest the featuring of Worldwide Bible 


Reading for these 29 days, offering the reading lists to listeners. 


lama college student. I can organize my fellow students to read the passages 


—in my dormitory, fraternity, sorority; or on the campus generally. 


I am an older brother or sister. 1 can read the passages daily to the younger 


children in my home or in my neighborhood. 


ste for the quantity of World- 
pe Bible Reading Bookmarks 
need. They list the 29 
rpture passages to be read 
-y from Thanksgiving to 
mistmas, together with an 
at-point program of sugges- 
=s for successful Bible 
Hing. 

od your request to AMER- 
[N BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept. 
450 Park Avenue, New 
p22, N.Y. 


I work for a newspaper. | can interest the editor in 
using our columns to popularize Worldwide Bible 
<eading by editorials, daily reminders, or by print- 


ing the passage in whole or in part each day. 


I am a church member. In cooperation with others I 
can put our church solidly behind not only World- 
wide Bible Reading, but regular, lifelong Bible 


reading for our entire membership. 
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In the Land of the Two Rivers 


Notes from the diary of a veteran colporteur working in modern Iraq, the cradle of our civilization 


BY LYMAN MacCALLUM 


n Irag, the Land of the Ancient Rivers—the 
I Tigris and the Euphrates—the Bible Society 
maintains a depot and two colporteurs in Baghdad 
and another colporteur in the great port of Basrah. 
Early in May, 1946 Mr. 
Fouad Accad, who su- 
perintends the work of 
the Bible Society in the 
Lebanon, visited Iraq 
for the first time. As an 
Arab Christian Mr. 
Accad could meet the 
people of the country on 
a footing of equality and 
understanding impossi- 
ble for a Westerner. He 
has had the advantage 
of thorough training in 
colportage at the Bible 
School maintained in 
Switzerland by the- Ac- 
tion Biblique. ‘The meth- 
ods of distribution there 
learned have proved of 


The still aw of Northern Iraq is filled with the wailings 
of these wheels which feed the extensive life-giving irriga- 
tion systems of the otherwise arid countryside 


Next morning there was a general strike in the city 
as a protest against the report of the Anglo-American 
Commission on Palestine. Strong forces guarded Amer- 
ican property and public buildings, and I was urged by 
friends not to venture be- 
yond the threshold of the 
hotel. In the late after- 
noon a heavy ‘downpour 
dispersed the crowds, and 
I sat at the window watch- 
ing urchins splashing 
about in the muddy tor- 
rents, while youths har- 
vested pennies by carrying 
pedestrians on their backs 
across the flooded street. 

Next morning Colpor- 
teur Majid failed to appear 
at the rendezvous, and I 
found him in bed, quite ill, 
so that colportage had to 
be postponed again. Some 
young acquaintances took 
me out to Nineveh, which 
we reached on foot in about 
one andahalfhours. There, 


the greatest value during subsequent years of re- “beside the winged bulls which once guarded the City 


sponsibility in the Arab world. The remainder of 
this article is selected and translated from Mr. 
Accad’s own report of his adventures and labors. 
He says: 

Arrived in Baghdad, I went directly from the Mosul 
railway station to the police headquarters in order to 
obtain a permit to travel and to sell Scriptures. It took 
several hours of visiting offices and circulating petitions 
before I had the necessary paper in my hand. Then I 
hunted up a hotel. Not till mid-afternoon, when I put 
down my bags in my room, did I remember that I had 
eaten nothing since yesterday afternoon. 

When hunger was satisfied I went in search of Col- 
porteur Majid, who was to have come from Baghdad 
to join me. After I made his acquaintance, some young 
people asked me to lead their Bible-study group in the 
Protestant church that evening. This I did with great 
joy. Two evangelists came to my hotel room after the 
meeting. They seemed deeply discouraged at the lack 
of opportunity to do anything effective in Mosul. When 
eleven o’clock was near, the fatigue of my journey and 
of my busy day began to get the better of me, and they 
kindly withdrew. 
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of Nimrod, we joined in hymns, prayers and spiritual 
conversation. With these young men we spent a joyful 
afternoon in that place. 

When Majid was sufficiently recovered, we set out 
on our first day of colportage. For a day or two I 
planned to accompany him as observer. Mosul is his 
home town, so he knows the city well and has many 
friends and acquaintances. He visited only Christian 
shops, and there used his most urgent persuasions to 
produce sales. Later in the morning we went to an 
Orthodox primary school, where, with the consent and 
recommendation of the directress, we made good sales 
among the pupils. Next on the list was the Orthodox 
theological college. Here we were invited to take tea, 
and enjoyed a couple of hours of talk, hymnsand prayer. 
The students have their own society for the spread of 
the faith, and distribution of Scriptures is one of their 
regular activities. 

After two days of observation I took charge. We set 
out to visit in turn each shop in the main street, re- 
gardless of whether the owner might be Christian, 
Muslim or Jew. Majid’s objections were silenced with 


‘the argument that everyone should at least be offered 


OCTOBER 1947 


The Bible Depot in Baghdad 


the Scriptures. We worked hard, and at the end of a 
good day we discovered that over half of our sales had 
been to non-Christians. 

As we were at work one day, a youth begged us to 
follow him and show our books to a priest who had sent 
him to fetch us. On arrival we were somewhat aston- 
ished to find the walls of the priest’s room completely 
covered with postcards of movie stars, and pictures of 
dancers and actresses. Much to our surprise this man 
bought a copy of our best Syriac New Testament, one 
bound in leather, and gilt. 

After working for something over a week with results 
which astonished and delighted Majid, we went on to 
Arbil, a small town in which we spent one day. Our 
first sale was to an Armenian who claimed to be an 
atheist. Our next was to a doctor whom we found 
waiting on his doorstep as if by appointment. ‘“‘I’m not 
a Christian,” he explained, “but I will take one of your 
Bibles.” 

From Arbil we went on to Kirkuk in the great Mosul 
oil field,where we met with some evidences of fanaticism 
but also with much kindness. We were handicapped by 


the shortage of Scriptures, for our large distribution in 
Mosul had left us with no Arabic Portions save Job and 
Psalms. 

“That is a book for Christians,” objected an army 
officer to whom I offered the Bible. —“Onthe contrary,” 
I replied, “‘it is a book for all mankind. God does not 
differentiate between péople, as we do, on account of 
their race, class or -religion.”—‘‘That is so,” he 
answered, and accepted the book. 

When Majid and I reached Baghdad we made up 
our accounts and found that between us we had sold 30 
Bibles, 104 New Testaments and 1,364 Portions during 
the fortnight we had been working together. 

The river Tigris was in such flood as had not been 
seen for years. There was a foot or more of water in 
the basement of our depot, where our main supply of 
Scriptures was stored. The books had been removed to 
the higher shelves, where they seemed out of danger 
from the waters but not beyond the threat of dampness 
and mold. After a couple of days in Baghdad I went 
south to Basrah. Here I found sections of the town inun- 
dated, so that one went about the streets in skiffs. 

However, we made some very good sales in the sil- 
versmiths’ market. The temperature in the shade was 
about 110 degrees Fahrenheit, so that we found it dif- 
ficult to be energetic. In one place a liquor vendor 
wanted to throw us out of his shop. ‘‘Protestant books, 
Protestant books; away with them!”’ he kept shouting. 
—“‘If my books are Protestant, what is the religion of 
your bottles?” I challenged. Astonished by the question, 
he fell suddenly silent. I pressed my advantage: “‘You’re 
afraid to say, but it’s the devil’s religion that goes out 
in your bottles.” Still he stood silent; but his companion 
said, “‘I will buy your book.” 

A soldier tried to put us off with the excuse that he 
had a Bible at home. “‘Have you ever been in a battle?” 
I asked. ‘‘Too often,’ he answered, laughing.—‘“‘ Have 
you ever seen soldiers going into battle without wea- 
pons?” I asked again. The question struck him as absurd. 
**How then can you, a soldier of Christ, leave your Bible 
at home, instead of carrying and using it in the greatest 
of all battles, the battle’of darkness and light?” After a 
moment of seriousness he bought a pocket Testament, 
which he promised always to keep on his person. 

I returned home filled with gratitude to God and 
convinced that there are great opportunities for the 
distribution of the Holy Scriptures in the Land of the 
Two Rivers. 


For New Literates in Brazil 


When people learn to read, what better primer could they use than the Buble? 


BY CHARLES 


NE OF the most important problems with which 
O Brazil is at present grappling is the problem 
of illiteracy. A quite important percentage of the 
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W. TURNER 


adult population is not literate, and the Brazilian 
Government and people have of late taken this 
situation very much to heart. A serious effort 
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O SAN-TO E-VAN-GE-LHO 


SE-GUN-DO S. MAR-COS 


CA-PI-TU-LO 1 
Jo-ao Ba-tis-ta 
-PRIN-CI-PIO do E-van-ge-lho de Je-sus Cris- 
to, Filho de Deus; 


2 Co-mo es-td es-¢ri-to no pro-fe-ta I-sa-i-as: 
Eis que eu en-vi-o 0 me an-jo an-te a tua fa-ce, O 
qual pre-pa-ra-r4 o teu ca-mi-nho di-an-te de ti. 


ae 


3 Voz do que cla-ma no de-ser-to: Pre-pa-rai 
o ca-mi-nho do Se-nhor, en-di-rei-tat as suas ve- 
re-das. — 

4 A-pa-re-ceu Jo-ado ba-ti-zan-do no de-ser-to, 
e pre-gan-do 0 ba-tis-mo de ar-re-pen-di-men-to, 
pa-ra re-mis-sao dos pe-ca-dos. - 


5 E té-da a pro-vin-cia da Ju-déi-a e os de 
Je-ru-sa-lém i-am ter com é-le; e€ to-dos e-ram ba-t- 
za-dos por é-le no fi-o Jor-dao, con-fes-san-do os 
seus pe-ca-dos, _ : 


6 E Jo-do an-da-va ves-tido de pé-los de ca- 
me-lo, e com um cinto de cou-ro em re-dor de seus 
lom-bos, € co-mi-a ga-fa-nho-tos e mel sil-ves-tre. 


7 E pre-ga-va, di-zen-do: A-pés mim vem 
| a-qué-le que é mais for-te do que eu, ao qual nao 
» sou dig-no de, a-bai-xan-do-me, de-sa-tar a cor-rei-a 
_ das su-as al-par-cas. 


Marks Gospel for New Readers 


therefore is being made permanently to change this 
state of affairs. 

About two years ago, on his last visit, Dr. Frank 
Laubach deeply impressed government education- 
al authorities in Brazil, as well as the evangelical 
constituencies, with the worth and vitality of his 


own special method for overcoming the handicap 
of illiteracy. An adaptation of his procedures to 
the Portuguese language was ordered, and the 
work of application goes on as well as can be ex- 
pected with purely volunteer help. 

The Bible Society in Brazil saw here in this par- 
ticular field another opportunity for additional 
service. Just as the Society prepares Scriptures in 
Braille specially adapted for the use of the blind, 
so it was felt that one of the Gospels, at least, could 
be provided, having in mind the special needs of 
persons learning to read. 

The accompanying cut shows the first page of 
Chapter I of the Gospel of Mark in the specially 
prepared form for new readers. Chapters I to V, 
inclusive, contain the large type and the syllabic 
division of words. The rest of the chapters are in 
slightly smaller type and without the separation of 
syllables. 

We are sure that thousands and thousands of 


‘new readers throughout Brazil will find these Gos- 


pels to be a boon. Already we have the testimony 
of several on the real, practical usefulness of this 
carefully prepared Gospel. In the meantime we 
hope that large numbers of new literates, as they 
perfect their knowledge of reading and of the 
language through using this Gospel, will also cap- 
ture its light and its spirit as they learn to read for 
themselves the abiding truths of the eternal mes- 
sage reflected in its pages. 

To be sure, the Bible must have literate people 
if it is to be read and understood. On the other 
hand, as Dr. Laubach truly affirms, literacy needs, 
above all things, the Bible and its guidance. 


Kumada San 


Stull another story, this time from an American Army chaplain—of the power of the 

Word, which is able to bring the light of the grace of God into the darkest hearts—and the 

sure results that follow the placing of the Bible in the hands of those who have never 
known the story of salvation 


Bw GEORGE W. OESTREICH 


4 Bias word of God is quick, and powerful.” I 
have just seen this axiom demonstrated in the 
life of a young Japanese girl who received a Testa- 
ment from the American Bible Society. 

A year or so ago, when the American Army first 
occupied this area, the misconduct of our soldiers 


was a serious problem and many young girls were 
being harmed. 
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We were employing Japanese girls as waitresses 
and they were a special concern because of their 
close association with our men. It was imperative 
that I make every effort to protect these girls and 
I was convinced that the gospel was the answer. 

One girl in particular appeared to be a likely 
prospect for the message of the Bible. She was 

Continued on page 127 
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MEMBERS’ FORUM 


{Annual Membership in the Society is secured through 
a gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
The Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
Directorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
will be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
spondence from members and devote this page in each 
issue to that purpose. |] 


From Easley, South Carolina 


Enclosed find check for $2 to help with the great 
work you are doing. We have a Bible course of study 
in our school system, and my pupils are donating this 
amount, as they are very much interested in having 
other children enjoy the privilege of Bible study. 


From Havana, Cuba 


Thank you for the Bible Seals, which I received some 
time ago. I am covering them by the enclosed check. 

As you will note, I am now in Cuba, and perhaps 
will be here a year or so; therefore kindly change my 
mailing address. 

It might interest you that I visited your Cuban office, 
where I purchased my Spanish Testament. My heart 
is still in the work, and I have followed it from Chicago, 
Indianapolis, Miami to Cuba, and presently realize 
more than ever the need for constant distribution of the 
Holy Scriptures. 

Although it is impossible for me to give much finan- 
cial assistance at present, if there is any other way I can 
be of help, do not hesitate to call on me. 


From Loudonville, Ohio 


As I looked through the Members’ Forum in the May 
Record, | thought maybe I might put in a word. I have 
found that if I take care of ““God’s Work’”’ He will take 
care of me. So what I send you is done because I con- 

sider your work high in the work for His Kingdom, and 
my gifts to the American Bible Society are the most I 
give to any organization except my church-and its 
missions. Enclosed is $30. 


From Little Falls, Minnesota 


Inclosed please find ten dollars to be used as you deem 
best for your needs. Some friends in Houghton, Wash- 
‘ington sent me seven dollars in memory of a dear friend 

who recently went to be with the Lord. Last week also 
came some more. I gladly send it all to you. 


From Lusby, Maryland 


I have your letter of June 11th and in reply am for- 
warding a check in the sum of $30 for your fine work. 
It is always a real pleasure to give to this noble cause 
that Iam so much in favor of and for which I pray each 
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day. Your urgent letter struck like an arrow at my 
heart, and while I had none of the Lord’s money ac- 
cumulated at this present time (having just contributed 
all of His money to foreign missions), I felt that the 
need justified the going over-and-above for Him. 

I hear of the great work done by your Society and of 
the many translations being worked out in the remotest 
corners of the earth. Praise His holy name for your 
Society, and may the Lord richly bless you in all you 
do in His name! 


From Manhattan Beach, California 


I was very much saddened lately when I read the 
following copy of a letter from a correspondent in 
Japan: 

‘““My heart is breaking at the slowness of the Protes- 
tant Church to get on the job. Communists are working 
at blood heat. How I wish I could speak to all Christen- 
dom with a mighty voice and make it understand ‘This 
is our hour!’ Soon the churches will awaken to find that 
the opportunity is gone forever. God has swung open 
doors for the Gospel as never before. 

‘““May God stir Christians to give, in a much larger 
way, for the Word to be sent to Japan while the door 
is still open!” 

The enclosed check for $50 is from my mother and 
myself for the above purpose—giving copies of the 
New Testament to Japan. ~ 


From Ocean Grove, New Jersey 


In reading the Record I feel a great urge to help. I 
am, like many retired missionaries and deaconesses, not 
possessed of much money, but if $5 will be of help, I am 
hereby sending it with a prayer that the Word, bought 
with the same, may be the means of saving some soul, 
and that the one saved may be used of God to save 
others. 


From Louisville, Kentucky 


Amid the lurid ruins of world disaster and national 
dissensions which almost paralyze our Christian hopes, 
it is good to read in the Bible Society Record of continued 
and more and more urgent appeals for Bible literature. 
I have been long retired, and my resources, according 
to some average standards, might seem quite restricted. 
However, I feel so deeply blessed—both materially 
through the loving care of family and friends, and 
spiritually through blessed heritage and marvelous op- 
portunities of enlightenment and actual service to 
others—that I am enclosing a small check for the car- 
rying on of the work of supply of this literature to na- 
tions and peoples desiring it. 

I have been active in the Prayer Mission work for 
many months, and have been thrilled over some results, 
particularly Dr. Frank Laubach’s reports. 

Please accept my prayers and hopes for the continued 
success of the American Bible Society’s work. 
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Daily Bible Readings 


OCTOBER 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Romans 1:1-25 20 I Corinthians 
2 Romans 1:26-2:16 3:16-4:21 
3 Romans 2:17-3:18 21 I Corinthians BAG 
4 Romans 3:19-4:8 22 I Corifthians 7:1-34 
5 Romans 5 23 I Corinthians 
6 Romans 6 7:35-9:15 
7 Romans 7 24 I Corinthians 
8 Romans 8:1-25 9:16-10:22 
9 Romans 8:26-9:13 25 I Corinthians 
10 Romans 9:14-33 10:23-11:34 
11 Romans : 10 26 I Corinthians 12; 13 
12 Romans 11:1-24 27 I Corinthians 


13 Romans 11:25-12:21 
14 Romans 13:1-14:12 28 I Corinthians 
15 Romans 14:13-15:13 14:26-15:20 


14:1-25 


16 Romans 15:14-33 29 I Corinthians 

17 Romans 16 15:20-49 

18 I Corinthians 1 30 I Corinthians 

19 I Corinthians 15:50-16:24 
2:1-3:15 31 Psalms 116 


The Cover Picture 


On the eve of the important meeting of 
the Assembly of the United Nations, the 
Bible Society presented an English Bible 
and a Norwegian New Testament to Sec- 
retary General Trygve Lie in his office at 
Lake Success, N. Y. The presentation 
was made by Dr. Ching-Lin Hsia, Chinese 
deputy representative to the Security 
Council of the United Nations, and who 
has been a member of the Board of Man- 
agers of the American Bible Society since 
1941. When the picture on the cover had 
been taken, Dr. Hsia, who had hurriedly 
taken the pose requested by the photog- 
rapher, noticed and called Mr. Lie’s at- 
tention to the fact that his finger was point- 
ing to Psalms 133:1, which reads: “Be- 
hold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity !”” 


About Ourselves 


There were 231,000 copies of the last 
issue of the Bible Society Record (Septem- 
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ber) printed, which surpassed any pre- 
vious figure. As we go to press it appears 
likely that this issue will run even 
higher. We estimate that almost a mil- 
lion people will read these issues at least 
in part. This means that the Bzble So- 
ciety Record, now in its ninety-third year, 
will stand among the few most widely 
circulated religious journals. 

It may be that this is the first copy of 
the Bible Society Record you have ever 
read. Ifso, we hope you find it helpful. 
Its purpose is to encourage the wider 
distribution and use of the Holy Scrip- 
tures through the operations of the 
American Bible Society, which is the 
agent of the churches of this country in 
the aiding of missionaries in the work of 
translation and revision of the Scrip- 
tures; in the publication of the Scriptures 
wherever this can be done most ef- 
ficiently and economically; their dis- 
tribution especially to people who might 
not otherwise obtain them, including 
the blind; and the encouragement of reg- 
ular, effective Bible reading and study. 

The Bible Society Record appears ten 
times each year (monthly, except June 
and August) and is sent to everyone 
who contributes one dollar or more an- 
nually to the Society’s work. At pres- 
ent, in addition to its regular program 
in Our Own country and many others, 
the Society is endeavoring to supply 
millions of desperately needed Scrip- 
tures to Germany, Japan and other 
liberated countries whose overwhelming 
demands, if they can be met, will mean 
a doubling of the Society’s distribution 
and consequently its budget. Will you 
not send your gift as sacrificially gen- 
erous as possible for this work, promptly; 
and through the regular visits to your 
home of the Bible Society Record keep 
yourself posted on this important basic 
element in the rebuilding of the world? 

Gifts should be sent to the American 
Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue, New 
Yorks 220Ne Ye 

* * 


We are always glad to announce in 
this issue the observance of Bible Mas- 
tery Month promoted now for 19 years 
by the Presbytery of Seattle, Washing- 
ton. The reading this year is the last 
three chapters of Matthew. Those sign- 
ing the Committal Card are pledged to 
read these chapters each day through 
October. For details write—Rev. C. J. 
Boppell, 2666 37th Avenue, S.W., Seat- 
tle 6, Wash, 


August Meeting 
of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers 
of the American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and thirty-second year was 
held at the Bible House, 450 Park 
Avenue, New York 22, on Thursday, 
August 7, 1947, at 3:30 p.m., President 
Daniel Burke, LL.D., in the Chair. 


Devotional exercises were conducted 
by Mr. C. E. Leavers. 


The minutes of the various standing 
committees were presented and ap- 
proved. 


A Report of Mr. Maximilian R. Hol- 
lenberg, Principal Actuary of the In- 
surance Department of the State of 
New York, dated April 28, 1947, deal- 
ing with the Segregated Gift Annuity 
Fund of the Society, was read in its 
entirety to the Board. 


Copies of a new promotional pam- 
phlet entitled ‘““Which?” were also pre- 
sented to the Board. 


The following consignments to the 
Society’s Foreign Agencies were re- 
ported: 


March Volumes Value 
Latin AMERICA 27,455 $8,234.50 
NEAR East 50 68.38 
Far East 39,325 ~31;53580 
AFRICA 4,992 3,233.64 

71,822 $43,071.82 

April 
LaTIn AMERICA 173,644 $10,208.88 
NEAR East 865 327-20 
Far East 13,610 10,255.25 
AFRICA 9,450 2,269.01 

197,569 $23,060.35 

May 
Latin AMERICA 643,739 $23,341.94 
Near East 60 108.90 
Far East 16,353 8,519.42 

660,152 $31,970.26 

June 
LatTIn AMERICA 51,788 $10,724.86 
Near East 104 195.39 
Far EAst 6,597 4,796.19 
AFRICA 29.93 

58,489 $15,746.37 


The issues from the Bible House dur- 
ing the month of March were 933,391 
volumes; April, 1,323,587 volumes; 
May, 365,122 volumes; and June, 
699,310 volumes. 
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Kumada San 
Continued from page 124 


‘unusually tall for her race and there seemed to be 
,an honest goodness in her face. Because of her at- 
\tractive appearance she was frequently the object 
of admiration by some of the men of rather dubious 
imoral standards. 

I decided to give this girl a Testament first, 
sand observe its effects for a short while before 
amaking a mass distribution. 

In the front of the Testament I wrote, “To 
“Kumada San from the Chaplain, with the prayer 
ithat knowing Christ will bring to your life richest 
jioy.” | 

One evening after mess I made the presentation. 
eShe was a quiet and refined girl and received the 
ift with a polite bow and a few nods of gratitude. 

It soon became obvious that the Testament had 
ached the hands of an earnest seeker for the 
uth. Often she would mention her appreciation 
f it and request help in understanding its pages. 

This incident was encouraging, and as a result I 
etermined to make the gospel available to all of 
ur employees. Permission was granted by the 
mmanding officer to hold weekly Bible classes 
or the girls, to be taught by a Christian Japanese 
dy whom I knew. 

Althoughothergirls also responded well, Kumada 
San continued to be most earnest and soon pro- 
essed faith in Jesus Christ as her personal Savior. 
er questions in class were always intelligent and 
ndicative of growing discernment. 

Then one day the medical officer called the 

mployees to the hospital for examination. It 
as discovered that several girls were tubercular 
nd that Kumada San was the most advanced case. 
he was ordered to rest carefully for a year so that 
er case might be arrested.  - 
She left her work and went home to rest. 
Kumada San was poor and her family needed her 
upport. When too weak to work, She lay in bed 
eading her Bible. As often as possible she dragged 
erself to work. 

From time to time we took food and warm 
lothing to her. But serious undernourishment 
nd overexertion took their sure toll. 

During the several months that she was bed- 
idden she wrote frequently to her Christian teacher 
nd told her of her growing love for the Bible and 
ts Christ. Then one night she passed into the 
resence of her Heavenly Father. Her parents 
tfound her the next morning with her head pillowed 
on the Book she had come to love. 

Her family was Buddhist, but they were aware 
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But 


of her love for her Bible. According to Buddhist 
custom those things dear to the departed ones are 
cremated with the body. I wanted to secure the 
Bible to send back to the American Bible Society, 
with the story of Kumada San, but her family, 
knowing her love for it, would not part with it and 
requested a Christian funeral for Kumada San. 


Appointed to Brazil 


This will introduce to our readers Rev. Lewis 
M. Bratcher, Jr., who has been appointed the 
Society’s Secretary in Brazil. 
With Mrs. Bratcher and their 
two children he flew to Rio de 
Janeiroin August. Mr. Bratcher 
is no stranger to Brazil. He has 
spent half his life there as the 
son of missionary parents and 
is entirely at home in the Por- 
tuguese language. 

Mr. Bratcher is a Southern 
Baptist, a graduate of George- 
town College, Kentucky, and the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary at Louisville, Kentucky. 
Between two pastorates in Kentucky he spent four 
years as a chaplain in the United States Army. 

At the close of the year Mr. Bratcher will suc- 
ceed Dr. Charles W. Turner, who has had charge 
of the Society’s work in Brazil since 1936. Dr. 
Turner, after a few weeks’ work in getting his 
successor started, will take over the Society’s work 
in the Argentine, succeeding the late Rev. Paul 
Penzotti, who died in November 1946. 


American Bible Society Directory 


(Presented in more complete form on this page in every other issue) 


President, Daniel Burke; Secretaries; E. M. North, F. W. Cropp, F. H. Mann, 
R. A. Betts, R. T. Taylor; Treasurer, Gilbert Darlington; Secretary for Public Rela- 
tions, F.C. Stifler; Secretary for Promotion of Bible Use, James V. Claypool; Secretary 
for Versions, E. A. Nida; Nua san Visual Materials, H. H. Ragatz; Secretary, Work 
Jor the Blind, Miss S. R. Barrett. _ : 

Heapouarters, Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y.; telephone, 
Plaza 3-6600. aL 
ot Orrices in the United States: 116 South Salina St., Syracuse ew 
=o Walnut St., Philadelphia 6, Pa.; 9 East Franklin St., Baltimore 2. Md.; 
1400 ‘New York Ave. N.W., Washington 5, D.C.; Central Nat'l. Bank Bldg., Rich- 
mond 19, Va.; 85 Walton St., Atlanta 3, Ga.; 519 Main St., Cincinnati 2, Ohio; 
35 E. Wacker Drive, Chicago 1, Ill.; 1914 Main St., Dallas 1, Texas; 650 17th 
St., Denver 2, Colo.; 224 McAllister St., San Francisco 2, Cal. 
Orricrs OF THE HAVEN MemortAL AGENCY FOR COLORED PEOPLE: 
Sy ea Ave., S. E., Atlanta, Ga.; St. Luke Bldg., 902 St. James St., Rich- 
mond 20, Va., 5424 Woodland Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio; 2811 Flora St., Dallas 
4, Texas. 
stp Orrices: 1506 Arrott Bldg., Pittsburgh 22, Pa.; 401 Euclid Ave., Cleve- 
Bete beet: Seventh Ave., North Nashville, Tenn.; 1736 S. 12th St., Missoula, 
Montana; 325 Ramona St., Pasadena 4, Cal.; 813 Kales Bldg., Detroit, Mich., 
809 First National Bank Bldg., Houston, Texas; 515 Pickwick Bldg., 9th and Mc- 
Gee Sts., Kansas City 6, Mo. 
Depositories located at same addresses in New York, Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas and 
San Francisco. 

Forricn Acencirs located in: Havana; Mexico City; Cristébal, Canal Zone; 
Lima, Peru; Santiago, Chile; Buenos Aires, Argentina; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 
Istanbul, Turkey; Cairo, Egypt; Manila, P.I.; Bangkok, Siam; Shanghai, China; 
Tokyo, Japan. : 

Cooperating Bible Societies in New England located in: Portland, Me.; Con- 
cord, N.H.; Burlington, Vt.; Boston, Mass.; Providence, R.I.; Hartford, Conn, 
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The Bible ! 
to the Blind 


in Foreign Tongues 


Guatemalan girl reading her Spanish Bible in Braille 


Since it began its service to the Blind in 1835, the American Bible Society 
has gradually extended its ministry to the sightless until now it serves them in 
many foreign lands. Today Scripture is available in 33 different languages and 
systems, and on talking book records as well. 


Helen Keller has written to the Society: 


“I am happy to express my profound gratitude to the American Bible Society 
for the magnificent service it has rendered to the Blind of the world, during more 
than a hundred years. I cannot recall a further-reaching benefit to the Blind, 
unless it be education itself!” 


The budget appropriation for the Society’s work for the Blind during 1947 
is $16,000. To date (August 1) only $4,864.26 of that amount has been 
received. Your gift designated for this merciful ministry to the Blind will mean 
much to those whose lives are so greatly handicapped. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 
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